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NATIONAL WINTER COAT APPEAL 
Statement by Member for Riverton 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [12.50 pm]:  Young Western Australians are once again playing a part in the 
national collection of winter coats for homeless people.  Beginning four years ago in a west coast Tasmanian 
town with young people finding a warm coat for a friend, the national winter coat appeal now extends to all 
States.  The Western Australian appeal for this year was launched yesterday at Lynwood Senior High School.  
Year 8 students at Lynwood Senior High School paraded coats of many colours as well as those they had 
collected for the homeless.  Schools participating in the launch of the appeal include South Fremantle, Armadale, 
Willetton, Rossmoyne, Gosnells and Rockingham Senior High Schools.  Young citizen of the year Fiona 
Shepherd and I launched the appeal.  I remarked yesterday that sometimes the very best thing we can do to help 
someone is to start with the basics; and keeping warm in winter is essential for anyone who is homeless. 

Lynwood students and the hundreds of other young people involved yesterday add great energy and optimism to 
this appeal.  Fiona Shepherd, Western Australia’s young citizen for 2004, also added something very special 
because she is an inspiration to young people and a great advocate for being active in the community.  There are 
many reasons that a person is without a home, and it is not an easy problem to solve.  However, people are 
working on it at a community level and more than 30 000 coats have been collected in the past six years.  Coats 
will be distributed through Charity Link, which includes Lifeline, the Salvation Army and the St Vincent de Paul 
Society.  Families across Australia that have contributed to the massive collection have been joined by leading 
lights in music, sport and politics.   

I also indicate to all members of the Chamber that next Wednesday I will be asking all members to join me on 
the front steps of the Parliament to donate their well-loved coats to the national winter coat appeal for the 
homeless. 
 


